To:
Mr. Tomislav Dontchev
Deputy Prime Minister for European Funds and Economic Policy

Copy to:
Mr. Vladislav Goranov
Minister of Finance

Sofia, May 10, 2016

Subject: Proposals of the American Chamber of Commerce in Bulgaria with regards the Draft
Concessions Act published for public consultation

Dear Mr. Dontchev,

On behalf of the Public Procurement and EU Funding Committee to the American Chamber of
Commerce in Bulgaria (AmCham), we would like to present our proposals and comments on the Draft
new Concessions Act published for public consultation on the Council of Ministers’ Portal for Public
consultations (April 19, 2016).

AmCham appreciates the Government’s efforts related to the development of a predictable,
transparent and more effective legislative framework which will regulate important for Bulgaria’s
economic development areas as concessions and public-private partnerships (PPPs) by transposing the
Directive 2014/23/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 February 2014 on the
award of concession contracts.

The necessity of investments and public-private partnerships in the country is significant.
PPPs are an effective tool which could be used in parallel with EU and state budget funds to accelerate
direct investments in infrastructure and to improve the quality of public services. This process would
require strong political and public commitment, transparent legislation and procurement procedures,
effective approach and significant administrative capacity in order to provide the necessary
transparency and predictability for the private parties.

We would like to point out the fact that no impact assessment and cost-benefit analysis of the
Draft Act were carried out which is in contradiction with the requirements of the Law on Normative
Acts, as well as with the Government’s commitments outlined in the 2014-2020 National Strategy for
Development of the State Administration.

The Chamber’s detailed proposals and comments are outlined in Annex I and Annex II to this
letter. We hope that our position and proposals will be taken into consideration.

Thank you very much for your time and attention.

Best regards,

Valentin Georgiev
Executive Director

American Chamber of Commerce in Bulgaria



