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AmCham Bulgaria
Hackathon 2026

Business case: 

Tech for Good with IBM AI



The Challenge: 

Can IBM AI spark a simple, powerful idea that creates real impact in 

everyday life?

At IBM, bold ideas matter. Bring yours — and we’ll help you build it.

Need inspiration?

We can co-create or explore themes like Legacy Code Modernization, 

Smarter Organizations, FutureSkills AI, AI for Cost Optimization, or 

Community Impact.

Your idea. Your team. Our support.



 Your journey kicks off with a high-energy agile session where everyone 
connects, learns the basics, and gets ready to build something meaningful.

 You’ll join your project team from the start, supported throughout the challenge by 
your IBM mentor.

 You’ll explore AI in an inspiring lecture and team workshops, guided by IBM AI 
specialists who help you shape and strengthen your idea.

 You’ll build your story and business case with an IBM Strategic Communications 
Advisor, learning how to explain your idea clearly and confidently.

 Before the final showcase, you’ll complete two practice runs so you step on 
stage prepared, focused, and ready to shine.

ASSIGNMENT CONTENT



 Get ready to learn the skills that bring your idea to life.
Come with curiosity — we’ll teach you everything else.

 Learn how AI really works through SkillBuild and hands-on sessions with IBM 
specialists and see how AI solves real challenges.

 Learn how to think through a problem, explore different solution paths, and 
strengthen your idea with support from your IBM mentor.

 Learn how to shape your story and explain your idea clearly, with guidance from 
an IBM Strategic Communications Advisor.

 Walk away with practical AI skills, teamwork experience, and the confidence to 
present your own solution.

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:



 Technical & AI Skills
AI foundations, Watsonx concepts, hands-on AI solution shaping

 Problem-Solving & Innovation Skills
Critical thinking, idea exploration, solution design

 Agile & Team Collaboration Skills
Agile mindset, teamwork, iterative working

 Business & Strategy Skills
Business case basics, value reasoning, structured thinking

 Communication & Storytelling Skills
Clear messaging, pitch delivery, narrative building

 Professional & Confidence Skills
Presenting with confidence, adaptability, working in diverse teams.

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED



Rene Ravanliyski

Technical Solution Manager

+359 897 620 646
rene.ravanliyski@ibm.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rene-ravanliyski-2a23a3334/
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Vanina Antonova                           
Technical Account Manager, 
IBM Quantum Ambassador

0879666213
Vanina.Antonova@ibm.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/vanina-a-
975ab3115/
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Viktor Vasilev

Associate AI Engineer - Client Engineering

+359 892098089
viktor_vasilev1@ibm.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/viktor-vasilev-ai/
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Violetka Kalcheva

Power HW Support

+359 885011109

violetka.kalcheva@ibm.com
(17) Violetka Kalcheva | LinkedIn
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Radoslav Raykov

AI Developer

+359 888510699
radoslav.raykov@ibm.com
Radoslav Raykov - IBM | LinkedIn
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Blagovest Yordanov

z/OS DevOps Engineer

+359884660830

blagovest.yordanov@ibm.com

https://www.linkedin.com/in/blgest/

MENTORS:
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Dayana Mitkova

Project Manager, Events&Skills 
Programs - IBM Z Ecosystem

Dayana.Mitkova@ibm.com
(18) Dayana Mitkova | LinkedIn

MENTORS:

https://www.linkedin.com/in/dayana-mitkova-b09242170/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dayana-mitkova-b09242170/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dayana-mitkova-b09242170/


Vasilena Barbayaneva-Gireesan

Technical Content Developer, TLS Global Skills

+359-878515652
vasilena_gireesan@bg.ibm.com
(18) Vasilena Barbayaneva-Gireesan | LinkedIn
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Veneta Sapoundjieva (Baneva)

IBM Z EMEA Skills Leader

+359-887136696
baneva.veneta@bg.ibm.com
(18) Veneta Sapoundjieva (Baneva) | LinkedIn
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Boyka Docheva

Bulgaria HR Leader, Client Facing HRP (TLS)

+359-888 99 03 22

boyka.docheva@bg.ibm.com
(18) Boyka Docheva, Chartered MCIPD | LinkedIn

PM:
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Violeta Karanacheva-Tsvetanova

University Relations, Learning and 
Diversity Country Focal

+359-887805546

Violeta.Karanacheva-Tsvetanova@ibm.com
(18) Violeta Karanacheva-Tsvetanova | LinkedIn

PM:
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Nadezhda Yordanova

IT Management Consultant, TLS CDO

+359-888673070
nadezhda.yordanova@bg.ibm.com
(18) Nadezhda Yordanova | LinkedIn

PM:
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